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 Presenta� on: Challenges of Poli� cal Communica� on a� er the Coup 

The legal-parliamentary-media� c coup of 2016, which brought Dilma Rousseff ’s administra� on to 
an end, caught poli� cal scien� sts and researchers in Poli� cal Communica� on en� rely by surprise. Some 
decades a� er the end of the military dictatorship, the consolida� on of Brazilian democracy was taken for 
granted.. The collapse of Brazilian democracy was and was not spectacular, depending on how we look 
at the process. It was not spectacular as it did not occur by means of an act of force: diff erently from the 
1964 Coup, the 2016 Coup did not involve troops and tanks in the streets, but it was executed by the 
warped behavior of democracy’s fundamental ins� tu� ons, such as the Legisla� ve, the Judiciary and the 
Public Prosecu� on. However, the 2016 Coup was  spectacular in a way that the 1964 Coup was not, given 
the leading role played by the media – par� cularly mainstream press – in the process of delegi� mizing 
representa� ve poli� cal ins� tu� ons and criminalizing the poli� cal le�  wing, making way to Dilma Rousseff ’s 
impeachment.                

Nevertheless, the coup was not fulfi lled when vice-president Michel Temer took offi  ce, replacing 
the vacant spot of the elected president. More than simply removing Dilma Rousseff  from the Presidency, 
the plot of the coup sought to promote the dismantling of social policies developed by the Workers’ Party 
administra� ons since 2003 and, more importantly, made it impossible for any le� -wing forces to return to 
power by electoral means, using, for this purpose, a selec� ve applica� on of the laws. As a result, former 
president Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva was arrested a� er a second-instance convic� on based on extremely 
fragile evidence, while his poli� cal rivals had their proceedings discon� nued, albeit based on much more 
solid evidence. Addi� onally, poli� cal repression has become increasingly common and, like in the military 
regime, they have  in the universi� es their primary target. Some examples are the systema� c persecu� on 
of UFSC’s rector Luiz Carlos Cancellier Olivo, the case of UFMG’s rector Jaime Arturo Ramirez and vice-
rector Sandra Regina Goulart Almeida, who were coercively taken to tes� fy to the federal police,  in 
addi� on to the moral harassment promoted by the Educa� on Minister Mendonça Filho against professor 
Luiz Felipe Miguel, due to a course about the coup off ered by him at UnB.   

 It seems strange that , in the midst of the coup process hurricane, universi� es have been quite 
shy on bringing academic responses to these recent events. Some people seem to believe that the topic 
is too recent to allow rigorous scien� fi c analysis - the equivalent of saying that the only possible medical 
science is that prac� ced by the legists. It is worth no� ng that the ascending of Donald Trump to the 
Presidency of the United States has been the object of a considerable amount of academic papers which 
have highlighted the risks that his poli� cal style implies for democracy. Similarly, the rise of far-right 
populism in Europe has sparked concerns that translate into numerous academic papers about this topic. 
There is no valid reason, therefore, for an “Olympic” a�  tude towards the assault on democracy in Brazil 
to become compulsory among the country’s researchers. 

 Par� cularly, it must be recognized that the dynamics of the assault on democracy that has taken 
place in Brazil has en� rely diff erent characteris� cs from the processes that have been taking place in 
the United States and Europe. While in these countries what is emphasized is the rela� ve inability of 



accountability ins� tu� ons to prevent populism and an� -system poli� cians, in Brazil the warped behavior 
of these same agents have been transformed into the central element of a dismantling  process of the 
democra� c order. It is important to note that this pa� ern of democracy destabiliza� on did not occur only 
in Brazil, but also in other La� n America countries and  Egypt. This present dossier represents, therefore, 
an unique opportunity to discuss this poli� cal phenomenon.    

  Four papers are included in this dossier. “The normaliza� on of the coup: the emptying 
of poli� cs in the journalism coverage of Dilma Rousseff ’s impeachment”, wri� en by Kelly Prudêncio, Carla 
Rizo� o and Rafael Cardoso Sampaio (UFPR), examines the ascertainment made by the three main Brazilian 
newspapers –  O Estado de São Paulo, Folha de S. Paulo and O Globo – about the impeachment process of 
the former president, based on the analysis of more than two thousand news pieces from the perspec� ve 
of the mul� modal analy� cal framework, which considers, in an ar� culated way, elements related to the 
type of framing, narra� ve and visual representa� on of the phenomena described. The paper conclusion 
is that the coverage of these three newspapers contributed to the coup naturaliza� on. In this perspec� ve, 
the contribu� on of the press to the coup process was not an explicit posi� oning on its favor but rather its 
casual treatment, as “poli� cs as usual”, which systema� cally ignored the possibility that the process, as it 
happened, could represent a crisis for democracy.    

 Two other papers consider the coup process beyond Dilma Rousseff ’s impeachment using two 
diff erent strategies. In “The role of media in the impeachment processes of Dilma Rousseff  (2016) and 
Michel Temer (2017)”, wri� en by Theófi lo Machado Rodrigues (UFRJ), the author contrasts the views 
provided by the press to these two events, considering other a� empts to depose Brazilian presidents 
in the past (as in the cases of João Goulart and Fernando Collor de Mello). The evalua� on is made from 
published editorials in a diverse set of newspapers, some of which are considered as “na� onal expression” 
(O Estado de São Paulo, Folha de S. Paulo, O Globo and, in lesser extent, O Correio Brasiliense) and others 
considered as more “regional” publica� ons, like O Estado de Minas and Zero Hora. From this material, the 
author iden� fi es a great convergence between the editorials of diff erent newspapers in favor of Dilma 
Rousseff ’s impeachment, but not of Temer and, on the basis of this, the paper alerts to the danger that 
the oligopoly of the means of communica� on represents for the Brazilian democracy.

 On the other hand, the paper “New steps of the coup: the framework of the Pension Reform 
on Jornal Nacional”, wri� en by Luiz Ademir de Oliveira (UFSJ and UFJF), Carla Montuori Fernandes (UNIP 
and UNIFAI) and Genira Correia Chagas (UNESP and PUC-SP), discusses the coup from its impact on 
the government social policies. By doing so, it points out a fundamental aspect which has rarely been 
explored academically: the coup was not against a group of people or ins� tu� ons, but a way to ensure the 
approval of certain unpopular policies that were diffi  cult to be approved at the polls. The paper focuses 
on the coverage of the Pension Reform by mainstream press through  content analysis methodology. The 
authors discuss in detail three aspects of this coverage: the emphasis on the Reform objec� ves, which are 
considered to be essen� al for the country; the dynamics of dispute between supporters and opposers of 
the Reform and the physiology of this project. The paper draws a� en� on to the way in which resor� ng 
to patronage methods in the conquest of votes for the Reform was presented without ques� oning in 
the press. It should be highlighted that this a�  tude directly contrasts with the behavior of the press 
in regard to the Mensalão scandal that broke on 2005 – which, ul� mately, was also a case of poli� cal 
patronage – and whose coverage extended over several years, helping to pin the image of the Workers’ 
Party administra� ons as u� erly corrupt.  

 The paper “From ‘gay kit’ to the indoctrina� on monitor’: the conserva� ve reac� on in Brazil”, 
wri� en by Richard Romancini (USP), closes the dossier. It explores the social dynamics of the moral panic 
construc� on in the forma� on of a conserva� ve public opinion as regards Dilma Rousseff ’s administra� on. 
For this purpose, the author explores two cases that have been especially mobilizing for conserva� ve 
groups (especially for the evangelical right-wing community in Brazil): the “gay kit” and the “indoctrina� on 



monitor”. The fi rst case refers to a set of complains that characterize government ini� a� ves to prevent 
bullying against homosexuals as an eff ort to induce young people; the second concerns the ini� a� ve 
promoted by the Gazeta do Povo newspaper of Paraná state to create a digital pla� orm to collect 
complaints of ideological indoctrina� on in the classroom, in accordance with an agenda promoted by 
the Free Brazil Movement (MBL). The paper makes a relevant contribu� on by exploring evidence of a 
convergence between dis� nct sectors of the right wing around the project of overthrowing the elected 
president. Both cases report a new dynamics of dispute over the control of publicly disclosed informa� on, 
the possibili� es that social media have provided to previously marginal actors to exert greater infl uence, 
and, more recently, the eff ort of tradi� onal media to restore its virtual informa� on monopoly through the 
concept of fake news.        

 Taken as a whole, the papers that compose this dossier make way for a necessary eff ort to 
construct analy� cal alterna� ves that allow us to consider, in a consistent and systema� c way, the new 
challenges that arise in the fi eld of poli� cs in Brazil and the world, par� cularly considering the central role 
of the media in these new circumstances.

 Three papers in the free themes sec� on complete this issue. In “2016 Elec� ons in fanpages of 
regional newspapers”, Michele Goulart Massuchin (UFMA) analyzes how nine newspapers, each of them 
in a diff erent state of Northeast region of Brazil, adapt their coverages to social media during the electoral 
campaign. The same social pla� orm is the object of the paper “Facebook interac� ons and prac� ces”, wri� en 
by Alex Primo (UFRGS), Vanessa Valia�  (FEEVALE), Ludmila Lupinacci (London School) and Laura Barros 
(UFRGS). Through a survey made with more than 800 respondents, this paper explores aspects related to how 
Facebook infl uences subjec� ve expression and self-wri� ng. Finally, in the paper “The musical dissemina� on 
of Brazilian radio: from ‘cai� tuagem’ to the challenges of digital compe� � on”, by Daniel Gambaro (USP), 
Eduardo Vicente (USP) and Thais Saraiva Ramos (Anhembi Morumbi), the authors explore the role played 
by professionals of the radio industry in the media� on of music, highligh� ng, in par� cular, their role 
in curatorship and in exploring the diff erent strategies that they employ for this purpose.    

Afonso Albuquerque (Universidade Federal Fluminense) – guest editor
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