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Studies on Mediterranean connections are an ongoing field of research
since the 1980’s. In this field, historians, archaeologists, anthropologists, ge-
ographers, and literati began to observe more accurately and critically mod-
els that emphasized the static and limiting character of cultures. This process
heightened more acutely the fluidity and connectivity of peoples, considering
both the present time and Antiquity.
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Since the beginning of the 20th century and again more intensely in
the past 40 years, criticisms have been made to models of understanding con-
nectivity, many of them based on a Eurocentric and nationalist perspectives.
Such models neglected the strength and prevalence of local concepts to the
detriment of an emphasis given to ‘global’ ones, observed from the econom-
ic standpoint of center-periphery. This global perspective was inserted in the
concept of the world-system, with its bases in the wotld-economy concept,
created by Braudel (1949) and developed by Wallerstein (1974, 1980, 1989),
Arrighi (1994) and Amin (1974), with anti-colonialist bases.

We also highlight Price’s study (2012), which states that there are two
types of cults in the Roman provinces: ethnic cults and elective cults - the
latter, responsible for more significant interaction and cultural circulation of
the deities. According to the author, elective cults were mostly foreign cults,
and thus needed the creation of new groups of worshipers in the places where
they were located. In this way, cults moved, circulated just like people, as well
as ideas (PRICE, 2012, p. 7-8). New reflections brought to the fore new un-
derstandings of cultural, political, and religious manifestations that revolved
around a fluid, timeless Mediterranean. They strengthened the need to find
more specific analytical categories. It is known today how important it is to
recognize the need to respect the singularities of peoples - what we can call
research on localism - amidst the global nature of political and economic rela-

tions and their cultural, social, and religious intragroup repercussions.

Another study of fundamental importance was carried out by Polanyi
(1944) because it presented to the world an innovative anthropological pet-
spective to the analysis of the economy of the ancient peoples. Further on,
Braudel revolutionized studies on the Mediterranean economy and culture by
encompassing the natural world and material culture, economics, demogra-
phy, politics, and diplomacy within the Mediterranean of the second half of
the 16th century. Renfrew and Cherry (1986) developed the concept of Peer
Polity Interaction in Archeology to explain changes in society and material
culture. According to this model, in summary, there were three main types of
interaction: The first one is competition, including war and competitive em-
ulation. The second type is ‘Symbolic transmission, in which societies would
absorb symbolic systems from their neighbors, such as number systems, social
structures, and religious beliefs because they filled an empty niche in their so-
ciety. Finally, the third one is the transmission of innovation, where technolo-

gy would spread through commerce, donations, and other forms of exchange.

Given the theoretical resources that these famous and fundamental au-

thors have bequeathed to us, this dossier Mediterranean Connections: East and
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West through History, Literature, and Archeology aims to present the reader with
questions concerning the connectivity between the peoples who inhabited the
East and West coastlines of the Mediterranean. Seven articles, an interview
with Hans Beck, a professor at the University of Miinster, Germany, and a
postscript written by Tamar Hodos, a professor at Bristol University, England,
make up this dossier. These seek to reflect on this intricate network of com-
mercial, political, and religious relations existing in the cities that surrounded
the Mediterranean and in those that entered towards the interior, with con-

ceptual discussions and case studies with outstanding quality and depth.

Just like the navigators, material goods and ideas that sailed this liquid
cement - using the term coined by Gras (1998: 7) -, researchers, throughout
the 20th and 21st centuries, have been working on the concepts that surround
this immense sea and the peoples who passed through and depended on it.
We believe that the contributions of our authors will make the reader navigate
with us in this sea of reflections, and be enchanted by the suggested reciprocal

propositions and interactions.

Good reading!
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